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The Princeton-Blairstown Center Expands Programming 

Summer Bridge Aimed at Narrowing Learning Gap 

 

 

PRINCETON, NJ, September 24, 2015 – Princeton-Blairstown Center (PBC) piloted an 

innovative new program this summer to address the “summer learning gap” for at-risk youth. 137 

students from four public schools in Trenton, NJ, Newark, NJ, and New York City, with parent 

and school chaperones, converged on the 264-acre Blairstown Campus for an intensive five-day-

and-four-night educational experience. 

  

The Princeton-Blairstown Center, originally a camp run by Princeton University students to give 

inner-city boys a character-building fresh air experienced, has evolved into a variety of year-round, 

multi-service, youth development experiential education programs serving over 5,200 students 

from the Mid-Atlantic States.  

 

According to PBC President & CEO Pam Gregory, “The vast majority of the students who come 

for the Summer Bridge confront the challenges of poverty, crime, substandard housing, violence 

and drug and alcohol abuse on a daily basis. Some grow up in single-adult households with an 

adult who has also struggled.  So in addition to falling behind academically over the summer, these 

kids face day to day challenges that keep them from learning and performing at the same level as 

their middle and upper income peers.” 

 

PBC, in partnership with schools and community based organizations, engages at-risk students in 

academic enrichment, literacy, and project-based learning.  The program also helps youth form 

positive relationships with peers and adult chaperones to build school/organizational culture, and 

builds their social and emotional skills to strengthen them for academic and other challenges.  This 

is achieved with adventure-based facilitators in small groups who use PBC’s challenge and ropes 

courses as well as the woods, lake and streams of Blairstown to delve further into problem solving, 

ecology, wildlife and sustainable energy topics.  At the same time, facilitators ask intentional 

questions that help students improve social-emotional and leadership skills that students can 

transfer back to school and family life.  

 



 
 

 

 
 

“We focus on the young people as students and maintaining what they’ve learned but we also 

empower them as human beings who are part of a larger school, neighborhood and family 

community.  The experiences we offer at Blairstown can transfer to every facet of their lives 

because they are stronger, wiser, more empathic people when they leave,” added Roberto Gil, Jr., 

Director of the Blairstown Campus. 

 

To support the Summer Bridge 2016 for up to 500 students from Mercer, Middlesex, Camden and 

Essex Counties and New York City, please visit www.princetonblairstown.org to donate and 

consider attending our October 9 benefit, “Soiree Under the Stars” at Unionville Vineyards.  

Tickets are available online or by calling (609) 921.0070. 

 

About the Princeton-Blairstown Center 

 

PBC is an independent nonprofit with a mission to transform the lives of vulnerable young 

people through integrated experiential and adventure-based programming in schools and at our 

Blairstown Campus near the Delaware Water Gap.  We collaborate with schools, university 

partners, and community-based agencies to develop in youth deepened self-awareness, 

responsible decision-making, teamwork, and leadership skills.   Our wide variety of year-round, 

multi-service programs serve over 5,200 students from the Mid-Atlantic States.   
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